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HitoPick ~ ~ W4
A Cell-Phone Service - {

Okay, so what differentiates these six companies’ ' " |
offerings? =

Each has particular advantages and quirks. If you "' |

travel all the time, including in rural areas, look at* ; -’
the no-roaming, no-long-distance plans from AT&T," '+ {
Cellular One and Verizon. If your travel is mostly from -
city to city, investigate Nextel, too. If, on the other ~ |’
hand, you mostly roam up and down the Northeast
Corridor, Sprint, Verizon and VoiceStream's East *
Coast calling plans are worth a look. (VoiceStream *+"
covers a little more ground, including all of Pt,nnsylva e
nia and Ohio, in its calling area.)

If, ontheotherhand.youlhmkyoullmosﬂycall Al
around town, Cellular One offers the most price plans "
(but note our reviewer's experiences with its cover- ' " -

age). Verizon has good area coverage, but its local
plans also include the highest roaming rates in the, '
business. If you're just Ioolang for an occasional-use * '}
plan, skip Nextel, whose services are geared toward *
frequent callers.

Don’t forget to check each company’s digital' “ |
coverage map to see if it covers—or claims to cover— _: i
your home, office and other regular haunts.

Are these companies all there is? I've seen ads for other ' '
wireless providers.

These other companies—MCI WorldCom being by
far the biggest—are cellular resellers. They neither _ _
own nor operate their own network, instead leasing * ]

1

out other providers' equipment and services. 3

What's the deal with the different “air interface” dlgltal

technologies, like COMA, TDMA and GsM? "7
Not much, if you're not a telecom engineer. s )

Sprint and Verizon employ CDMA (Code Division* 4
Multiple Access), in which each call is tagged with its'* "?""
own digital code—sort of how two people speaking a'**
foreign language can hear each other across a crowd: ™
ed room. CDMA is the leading system in the United’ “‘"“;
~ States; all other things being equal (they never are!), Y
_ it offers the most calling capacity. AT&T and Cellular >
One use something called TDMA, short for Time Di- """
vmonMulupleAm.mwhlchnndhpkmﬂsard“,
squeezedmtothesanudmnkof&equencybymm' u'ary
"ing each one its own fraction-of-asecond repeating * “”,
time slot. VoiceStream uses GSM (Global System for
Mobile oonumnmtmns). based .on txme-dmsmn"

- principles as well, it's the oldest and most popular ™

- technology worldwide. GSM‘sslandout[eawrehere"'
is the subscriber identity module (SIM) card, which ™™™
. can be swapped in and out of different phones to trans” **4'
fer a phone number and account information. Nextel,” 74
in turn, uses a different technology called iDEN (in-' Y14
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